Hypercalcemia associated with dysregulation of 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D in arthritis.
We describe an elderly man who presented with hypercalcemia associated with suppressed intact parathyroid hormone (PTH) levels. Despite renal insufficiency the circulating 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D (1,25(OH)2D) was in the upper part of the normal range. Known causes of hypercalcemia were absent and mild hypercalcemia with suppression of intact PTH persisted until after bilateral hip replacement for severe arthritis (1 year after presentation). After hip replacement the ionized calcium normalized, intact PTH normalized, and 1,25(OH)2D decreased markedly. We believe the abnormalities in mineral homeostasis were related to production of 1,25(OH)2D by inflammatory mononuclear cells associated with arthritis.